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basic concerns, obviously, have been to en-
sure that our framework is in place to accom-
modate the needs of these smaller, more vul-
nerable entities within the community.

We are pleased that, as a result of the trade
ministers’ negotiations in Argentina, we shall
be embraced by heads of this summit that
there is a realistic framework in place for the
completion of the Free Trade Area of the
Americas, and that even more satisfying, that
there are now clear mandates given to the
individual negotiating groups that would en-
able us to be sure that we will translate the
principle of special and differential treatment
for smaller or more vulnerable societies into
the final agreement that will anchor the Free
Trade Area of the Americas.

The Caribbean was also concerned, having
participated in the two previous summits,
about the adequacy of the arrangements for
implementation. I think we would be remiss
were we not to say how heartened we have
been, ourselves, by the statement of commit-
ments given by the heads of the OAS, the
Inter-American Development Bank, the
World Bank—[inaudible]—to support our
plan of action with appropriate resources and
new institutional arrangements.

But you must believe me when I tell you
that for the Caribbean, we are excited by the
prospect of translating our human capital ad-
vantage into new industry in a new informa-
tion age. Nothing matters more to us than
to be able to leave a conference where there
is a commitment to a plan of action to put
the new information and communications
technology within the reach of the people
of the hemisphere, making it possible for us
to contemplate a future of specialization as
service societies in our new knowledge-based
global society.

And for me, certainly, this connectivity
agenda that will share the benefits of that
new technology to small societies is an excit-
ing opportunity that the Caribbean surely
will not miss out on.

Prime Minister Chretien. Thank you
very much, Prime Ministers. So this con-
cludes the press conference. There will be
another one in a few minutes by the officials
of—representative of the regional banks and
the World Bank and the political organization
of the Americas.

Thank you very much. See you next time.

NOTE: The President’s fifth news conference
began at 1:40 p.m. at the Quebec Convention
Center. In his remarks, President Bush referred
to President Valentin Paniagua Corazao of Peru
and President Jorge Batlle of Uruguay. President
Pastrana referred to ATPA, the Andean Trade
Preference Act, and a journalist referred to FTAA,
Free Trade Area of the Americas; OECD, Organi-
zation for Economic Co-operation and Develop-
ment; and IDB, International Data Bank. Presi-
dent Flores Perez’s remarks were in Spanish and
translated by an interpreter. A portion of Presi-
dent Pastrana’s remarks were in Spanish and a
portion of Prime Minister Chretien’s remarks
were in French and both were translated by an
interpreter. Portions of this news conference
could not be verified because the tape was incom-
plete.

North American Leaders’ Statement
April 22, 2001

We met today in Quebec City for the first
time as leaders of the three countries making
up North America. We have come together
as leaders of Canada, Mexico, and the United
States, North American neighbors who share
common values and interests. The ties that
link us—human, social, cultural, and eco-
nomic—are becoming stronger. Fully real-
izing the tremendous potential of North
America is a goal we all share.

Increased trade and investment are cor-
nerstones of a vibrant, expanding and more
comprehensive North American Trade
Agreement (NAFTA) since 1994 in bringing
about a truly remarkable expansion of trade
and investment among our countries.
NAFTA has eliminated many barriers to
trade, led to the elaboration of clear rules
of commerce, and established effective pro-
cedures for the resolution of disputes. We
will build on this progress by completing
NAFTA implementation and by identifying
ways in which NAFTA can ensure a more
predictable framework for the further devel-
opment of trade and investment within
North America. We will work to deepen a
sense of community, promote our mutual
economic interest, and ensure that NAFTA’s
benefits extend to all regions and social sec-
tors. Our governments will develop ideas on
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how we can work together to develop and
expand hemispheric and global trade and
promote broader international cooperation.

We consulted on the development of a
North American approach to the important
issue of energy markets. Towards this end,
our Energy Ministers have created a North
American Energy Working Group. This tech-
nical-level forum will be a valuable means
of fostering communication and coordinating
efforts in support of efficient North Amer-
ican energy markets that help our govern-
ments meet the energy needs of our peoples.
We stressed the importance of energy con-
servation, development of alternative energy
sources, and our common commitment to ad-
dressing environmental impacts of energy
use.

Migration is one of the major ties that bind
our societies, with migrants making signifi-
cant cultural and economic contributions. It
is important that our policies reflect our val-
ues and needs, and that we achieve progress
in dealing with this phenomenon. We are
committed to ensuring dignified, humane
treatment with appropriate legal protections,
and defense of human rights for migrants.
We will strengthen mechanisms for trilateral
cooperation to address the legitimate needs
of migrants and take effective measures
against trafficking in human beings and mi-
grant smuggling.

We reviewed the extensive cooperation
underway among our three governments in
areas as diverse as transportation, commu-
nications, health, justice, agriculture, and
border issues. We discussed the growing
links among citizens in our three countries
and new partnerships in business, employ-
ment, education, travel, culture, and joint re-
search.

These patterns of cooperation—by govern-
ments, business, and other members of civil
society—are building a new sense of commu-
nity among us. Our governments will review
the trends, challenges, and opportunities fac-
ing North America at the dawn of a new cen-
tury, and examine options to further
strengthen our North American partnership.
Conscious of the challenges we face but con-
vinced of the need to seize the unprece-
dented opportunities before us, we encour-

age broad reflection in our societies on ways
to advance the trilateral relationship.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks to the American Embassy
Community in Quebec
April 22, 2001

Thank you. I used to call him Governor,
I now call him Ambassador, I’ll always call
him friend. I appreciate you very much, Am-
bassador, and it’s great to see your beautiful
bride here, too.

I first want to say something about your
immediate boss; that’s the Secretary of State.
As you’re going to find out, he is a man who
respects the job you do, a man who loves
his country, a man who is going to be a fabu-
lous Secretary of State for America. And I
think the other three Cabinet Secretaries
who are up here might do a pretty good job,
too. [Laughter]

We’ve had a very interesting stay here in
Quebec City. It turns out that Quebec City
has now hosted three history-making sum-
mits. The first two in 1943 and 1944 involved
only three world leaders. Therefore, they had
it in one hotel. [Laughter] This one was a
little more complex, it turns out. [Laughter]

When I see how much work it is to orga-
nize a Presidential visit, it surprises me some-
times that I’m welcome anywhere. [Laugh-
ter] And so, I want to thank you very much
for the job the U.S. Mission did in preparing
for our arrival, not only making sure that the
arrival was well prepared, that when we’re
here, that it went smoothly, and it did, and
you’re to be congratulated.

We have no more important bilateral rela-
tionship than that with Canada. It’s true the
relationship doesn’t always make the head-
lines in the United States. That’s a good sign.
[Laughter] Generally, when we make the
news, it’s because there is a dysfunctional re-
lationship at hand. It shows what a good job
you all are doing at relaying our priority to
your fellow folks in the Foreign Service or
civil service in Canada, that we care about
our relationship, that America knows how
important it is. And it’s a vital relationship.


